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the breach of the gun would lay in the floor 
of the turret for a few minutes smoking and 
throwing off fumes, although the loader with 
asbestos gloves on his hands would try to 
throw it out immediately through one of the 
turret hatches. The Lieutenant would get out 
of the tank when the gun was firing because 
he had trouble breathing in the immediate 
vicinity of the ft.Imes. He stood either on 
the back of the tank or alongside it. The 
concussion from the muzzle blast damaged 
his ear drums and I sent him back to Bn. 
Medics and he was in time sent to PBS, and 
became a PX officer. Everyone suffered from 
the fumes which were very bad when the gun 
was firing very rapidly for extensive lengths 
of time. However, some men were more sen-
sitive or allergic to the fumes than others. 

On January 4, 1944 Major Blakeney issued 
the order from Col. Davis for 'B' and 'C' 
Companies to be prepared to move into the 
attack astride Highway 6 (H hour was 0500); 
'C' Co. to the west of Highway 6 and 'B' Com-
pany to the right or east of Highway 6. Capt. 
Frank Elderkin commanded 'C' Co., I was 
commanding 'B' Co., and 'A' Co. commanded 
by Capt. Andrew R. Cheek was held in bat-
talion reserve. Under heavy enemy artillery 
and SP fire from the ridges 'B' and 'C' Com-
panies moved into attack positions at 0430 
on the 4th of January, and we fired on enemy 
dug-in positions on the east slope of Mt. Por-
chia. 

These mountains controlled the gateway to 
the Liri Valley, Cassino and Highway 6 that 
lied to Rome. In order to capture and control 
our eventual objective, the high mountains 
which provided a protective shield for the 
valley had to be in our control. From Mt. 
Lungo to Cassino and on to Rome, the Liri 
Valley later became known to GI's as Purple 
Heart Valley. The men of 'B' Co. alone re-
ceived more than thirty Purple Hearts during 
the first two days of action against the enemy. 

Mt. Porchia and Mt. Trocchio were the last 
two mountains barring our path to Cassino 
and the Liri Valley. The weather was bitter 
cold and sleet and snow covered the mountains 
and the lower parts of the valley. It was also 
very muddy - bomb and shell holes were 
filled with icy water. As 'B' and 'C' Companies 
had moved to the MLR numbers of tanks were 

lost to enemy fire, two tanks to mechanical 
failure and others by getting mired in the 
deep mud. Capt. Elderkin was wounded and 
had to be evacuated - 'C' Company had lost 
more than half its tanks. I had seven tanks 
intact when we arrived at a bridge just a 
few hundred iards short of Mt. Porchia where 
we spread out over a 1,000 yard front and 
fired at enemy positions on the mountain and 
Cicerelli Ridge. Our advance was stopped by 
the heavy enemy fire and the muddy terrain, 
but by late afternoon · seven or eight 'B' Co. 
tanks that had been retrieved from the mud 
and their mechanical problems remedied were 
back in action. Thanks to the courage and 
ingenuity of the tank crews, we averted the 
loss of all the tanks and totali disaster. Lt. 
George Cox, Lt. Elmer Kelly, Sgt. Ralph Shaw, 
Sgt. Jack Skaggs, Sgt. Bradford, Sgt. Major, 
Sgt. Marlow, Sgt. Otto Kaulfus, Sgt. Martin, 
Sgt. George Lenkalis, Sgt. Edwin Schroeder, 
Sgt. Lucas, Sgt. Catrett, Sgt. Taylor, Sgt. 
Hardie Kelly, Sgt. Cliyde Silcox, Sgt. James, 
Sgt. Alva Morgan and Sgt. Ross Rutherford 
remained with me in the forward position, 
along with their tank crews for the last hour 
before darkness and repelled the Germans 
until we were forced to withdraw to some 
farm houses for re-supply of ammunition and 
maintenance. It had been a difficult day and 
our knees were shaking from more than the 
cold. 

On January 4th, General Geoffrey Keyes, 
II Corps Commanding Officer had organized a 
fast moving task force, named for its Com-
manding Generali - Brig. Gen. Frank Allen 
of Combat Command B, 1st Armored Division. 
The force was composed of the 6th Armored 
Infantry Regt. ( Col. Paul Steele command-
ing); the 1108th Engineer Combat Groups 
(48th . and 235th Battalions); the 760th Tank 
Bn., the 753rd Tank Battalion, the 1st Armored 

. Division Artillery , and the 701st Tank Des-
troyer Bn. The Task Force's first objective 
was the capture of Mt. Porchia. The after-
noon of the 4th of January, the 760th became 
part of Task Force Allen. All of the units 

.involved were part of the 1st Armored Di-
vision unqer the command of Maj. Gen. Ernest 
Harmon, except the 760th and the 753rd Tank 
Bns. The 1st Armored was to be used to ex-
ploit the Liri Val!ley when 1md if we broke 
through and captured Cassino. 
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On the 5th of January, we moved back to 
our position by the bridge and fired into the 
German MG and SP positions, to soften Mt. 
Porchia for the Infantry. Around 1100 hours, _ 
the Germans began a major count.er attack 
from the northeast. I began directing all avail-
able artillery from Division, II Corps and our 
own 105 mm Assault Gun Platoen, commanded 
by Lt. Paul Fish, and Platoon Sgt. Clyde Finch. 

The enemy brought in several tanks and 
SPs for the counter-attack. Their Mark VI 
'Tiger' tanks were firing AP shot at our tanks 
from a distance of about 1000 yards. AP shot 
had a tracer at the rear end of the projectile 
-it looked like a ball of fire as it approached 
the tanks. If the projectile missed the tank 
it would burrow into the muddy soil and dig 
a long trench. It was terrifying and almost 
paralyzing to see many of the 88mm 'balls of 
fire' coming towards our tanks. The muzzle 
veiosity at 3280 feet per second is extremely 
fast - its AP projectile penetrated our Sher-
man tanks on one side and sometimes out 
the other. If one survived an 88mm blast -
first one heard the impact of the projectile 
and then, depending upon the distance from 
the 88 firing, a second or two later one heard 

· the report of the gun. Yes, receiving fire from 
a German 88mm was a violent, devastating 
experience. Our 75mm tank gun (2600 f/s) 

The German Mark VI Tiger Tank, with the 88mm 
Gun, a most dr~aded and devastating gun to 
confront. 

firing AP could do no more than knock 
into the thick armor plate of the T' gouges 
We fired everything we had at th:ger tank. 
attacking Germans. counter. 

Figure One follows: Showing the compa . 
fire power of the American and German ~e 
using AP ammunition. · , 

COMPARISON OF THE AMERICAN 
SHERMAN TANKS TO THE 

GERMAN TANKS 
Tank Gum and Ammunition 

AMERICAN 

Sherman 
Tank Tank Gun 

M4 Al 76mm Gun M3 

M4 A3 76mm Gun MlA2 

GERMAN 
Panther Tank 
Mark V 76mm - 42 
Tiger Tank 
Mark VI 88mm - 43 

Figure One. 

Projectile 
Wt. 

Ammo MVf/s (lbs) 
APC 
M61 

2030 14.96 

APC 2600 15.44 
M62 

APC,BC 3068 15.0 

APC,BC 3280 22.4 

I continued directing the artillery fire for 
more than three. hours and we held the po-
sition by fire and tank maneuver and· success-
fully stopped the counter attack. Much to my 
surprise, it was reported to me later that 
more than 300 big guns were under my con-
trol and firing at the enemy during this action. 
An hour or two after the counter attack was 
halted, elements of the 6th Armored Infantry 
Regiment arrived and helped us consolidate 
the position. By the end of the day, we held 
what we had gained in two days of fighting. 

For holding off the German counter attack 
and other action LTC Davis recommended me 
for a Silver Star. About a week later LTC 
Davis called me with orders to clean up. 
shave and report to Mt. Rotondo 3 miles be· 
hind the tines, for the presentati~n of the ci-
tation and medals. About ten officers and en-
listed men were there-we stood about rather 
uneasily until General Keys, II Corps Com-
mander arrived. He pinned our medal on 
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each of us as his Adjutant read the citations. 
The General chatted briefly with each recipient 
in a friendly, concerned manner. It was a 
rewarding experience and I wished that each 
man in 'B' Company might have received 
similar recognition, for they deserved it. 

At 0500 hours on January 6, 'B' Company 
moved up to our original position at the bridge, 
We had had to withdraw a short distance 
late on the fifth in order to reorganize. Dur-
ing that morning, long range enemy 170mm . 
artillery became very heavy and intense - . 
too intense for the infantry ( 6th Armored 
Infantry) and they had to withdraw a few 
hundred yards, with heavy casu~lties. Our 
tanks drew a tremendous amount of enemy 
artillery fire which always caused heavy cas-
ualties to both men and the tanks. The foot 
soldier had to keep his distance from the 
tanks or risk being hit by enemy artillery, 
mortar and even small arms fire. 

The enemy OPs on Mt. Porchia observed 
our every movement. We moved the tanks 
up and down the front as we made contact 
with the infantry and supported their advance. 
I talked with LTC Andrew J . Goodpaster 
(now a Lt. General and at this writing Com-
mandant of West Point. See Appendix) · of 
the Combat Engineers. We discussed the sit-
uation and I moved the tanks forward. It 
was very difficult to maneuver the tanks be-
cause of the soft, muddy terrain. Short!y, 
LTC Goodpaster was evacuated for wounds. 

About 0900 hours, my tanks were just east 
of the bridge overlooking the river when I 
saw four or five enemy tanks on the other 
side flying white flags, as if to surrender. 
They were moving down a ridge and I suspec~ 
a ruse; the Germans would not counter attack 
in strong force and then surrender four or 
five tanks. I was positive that they only 
wanted to get closer to us in order to gain 
perfect firing range and I ordered Cpl. Daniel 
to fire AP at the enemy tank in our field of 
vision. The first round hit the tank; the 
German crew jumped out and ran for cover 
in the ravines to their rear. As the other 
enemy tanks disappeared into a ravine, I 
radioed Lt. Cox to alert him atiout several 
German tanks 300 yards to his right front. 
He answered by radio, "Roger, I saw your tank 
knock out the enemy tank. We'll watch for 
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Capt. Krehs nml tank BIG JOHN south of Cassino. 

them and lay down some direct fire when we 
locate them. I think Sgt. Skagg's tank sec-
tion has already located them and started 
firing." All this time, artillery and tank fire 
was fast and furious; the situation was chaotic. 
Later that day, the Germans tried the 'white 
flag' trick again. In direct relationship to 
this incident, an article appeared in an Ohio 
newspaper on the 8th of January 1944. (See 
Appendix I) 

Later, the morning of the 6th, my tank 
dubbed the 'Big John' came under heavy artil-
lery fire and became stuck in a bomb crater 
filled with mud and water. We had to evacuate 
the tank and use the reserve command tank. 
The reserve tank, Sgt. Rutherford's, lost a 
track in the deep mud and was shortly dis-
abled by enemy artillery fire. It, too, hd to 
be abandoned by the crew and myself. It 
was then necessary to commandeer Sgt. Clyde 
Silcox's tank; the 'Burlington.' Sgt. Geno 
Andreoli was the driver with Cpl. Ellis Helms 
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as assistant driver; Cpl. Charles King, ~n~er; 
and Sgt. Vernon Marshall, Commumcations 
Sgt. of 'B' Co. , who also was the 75mm loader. 
In all a top notch crew. I ordered Sgt. An-
dreol/ to drive the tank to the edge of tbe 
river bed, east of the bridge, and requested 
Lt. Cox to bring his platoon down to my 
right where we would be in position to fire 
on the German tanks and other enemy targets. 
In the meantime, tank crews were pulling 
their mired tanks out of the mud. 'Big John' 
was one of the tanks retrieved; Sgt. Silcox 
and his crew took it over and joined us at 
the river's edge. With Sgt. Silcox on my left 
and Lt. Cox's tanks on my right, we were in 
fairly decent defiladed firing positions, and 
began firing at enemy positions on Mt. Porchia. 
We. particularly wanted to destroy some of 
the MG's that were holding up the 6th Armored 
Infantry's advance. At this time, the Infan-
try had gained positions at the base of the 
mountain, but had suffered heavy casualties 
from the enemy machine gun fire. We knocked 
out several machine guns and two of the OPs 
that had been monitoring our every move. 
Sgt. Martin of Lt. Kelly's platoon relayed a 
message to me that he had knocked out one 
of the OPs on Mt. Porchia. 

During an attempt to cross the river, 'Big 
John' was once again mired in the mud, and 
enemy direct fire from SPs and tanks forced 
the crew to evl!{!uate the tank. Cpl. Daniels, 
the gunner had misplaced his special glasses 
in the tank and ran bl!{!k to retrieve them and 
in the process was tragically killed · by enemy 
shell fire . . The rest of the crew made it out 
safely, but the· enemy fire was so intense we 
could not bring Cpl. Daniels' body out for 
some hours. We had just Jost one of the best 
gunners in the entire Battalion and a fine 
young man. 

Sgt. Edwin Schroeder of Lt. Kelly's platoon 
maneuvered his tank into an advanced firing 
position near 'Big John's' original position. 
His tank began firing at the enemy machine 
guns at the north end of the bridg-~ and on 
Mount Porchia. Within minutes his tank was 
l\it by a German SP gun, but he and his crew 
remained in the tank and continued to fire at 
the enemy. In less than a minute another 
AP struck Sgt. Schroeder's tank, an explo-
sion followed and the tank caught fire. Sgt. 
Schroeder's l'eg was severed and he was burned 

over portions of his body. The r 
' tank crew who were less sever I eat of the 
and burned, lifted Sgt. Schroede e Y Wounded 
tank. By that time, I had arr~ o~t of the 
scene an_d administered first aidve T~n the 
Armored Infantry medics then ar~· de 6th 
further assistance and evacuated Sgt 1~e h' &ave 
to the rear. Shortly after this c roeder 
Sgt. Bradford's tank was hit on t~~urrrce, 
rear deck, setting the camouflage net 

0
~ fithe 

He jumped out of the turret onto th re, 
d k d 'th · e rear ec an w1 great difficulty remov d th 
burning net. Through his gallant actio~ S e 
Bradford prevented the tank from exp!, /t. 
and saved the lives of his crew. He then mo ingd 
h. ta k · t ·t· ove 1s n m o pos1 10n to fire at the oncom· 
enemy tanks and was, miraculously, still th~:! 
when I returned a few minutes later. 

During a break in the action, I wrote cita. 
tions for both Sgt. Schroeder and Sg. Brad. 
ford , and they were each, subsequently, award-
ed the Silver Star for gallantry in action. 
Col. Davis and I drove to the 5th Army Gen-
eral Hospital near Na pies to present Sgt. 
Schroeder with his Silver Star. He was band-
aged for the severe burns and in the initial 
stages of recovery from the loss of his leg. 
We visited .other 'B' Co. personnel and others 
from the battalion that had been wounded in 
the battle for Mt. Porchia. The odor of burned 
flesh permeated the entire hospital and I al-
most passed out, but continued to visit all the 
760th men. 

After Sgt. Schroeder was evacuated, we had 
returned to the attack, but by this time, the 
Germans were counter attacking _again from 
the northeast. Direct fire from the German 
SPs and tanks was murderous and several 
stukas came in to bomb the tanks with 500 
p~und bombs. They also dropped what we 
called a butterfly bomb that disintegrated 
and scattered over a wide area as it fell. Since 
they were incendiary, the bombs burned deep 
gouges and holes in the tanks' armor plate 
on contl!{!t. When striking the ground, the 
bomb exploded in a large flash and the frag-
ments even burned hol'?s in the mud. More 
camouflage nets ignited and I sent out an 
order over the radi c-, "Get rid of those cam-
ouflage nets - they're going to burn up our 
tanks." The tank crews quickly removed the 
burning nets without serious damage. T~ 
counter attl!{!k became so furious that I order 
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the Company to withdraw and take cover in 
some of the farm buildings 300 yards to the 
rear. My tank was the last to withdraw under 
direct fire from several SPs and AT guns -
the fire became so fierce that after we had 
moved 200 yards I directed Sgt. Andreoli, 
over the tank intercom, to move the tank 
across the road to a large two story stone 
building for protection. I noticed a jeep be-
hind the south side of the building and thought 
we would be safer there. As we approached 
within 50 feet of the building I could see 
several GI's in the building and stacks and 
stacks of teller mines. Just as we r-wched the 
south side of the building there was a blind-
ing flash of white light combined with a tre-
mendous, earth-shaking explosion which threw 
great hunks and pieces of the building high 
into the sky to fall like shrapnel all around 
us. Huge clouds of dust swirled up and en-
veloped us. The teller mines had blown the 
building sky high and I was thrown out of 
the tank turret; my tank h2lmet and steel 
helmet both blown off my head ; my right 
eye was nearly dislodged from its socket; I 
could barely see through the blood and could 
not hear; my head bled from cuts and my right 
leg was injured when I landed on the ground. 
I could walk and I immediately mounted the 
front of the tank to see how the crew had 
fared. Sgt. Marshall was hanging onto the 
turret with several ribs broken and pain in 
his chest (his lungs were damaged we learned 
later); Cpl, Helm's back was injured and Cpl. 
King and Sgt. Andreoli were hurt frcm the 
concussion. I said to Sgt. Andreol'i, "Move 
this tank as fast as you can back to Taverna 
Junction." The forward Battalion CP and 
the battalion medical platoon was there. We 
were examined by the medics and Doctors 
Diener, Kaplan and Malone. Doctor Kaplan 
said, "John, you are about as blue and purple 
as anyone I've ever seen." Although I was 
hurt and badly shaken, I decided to stay with 
the company rather than go to the hospital. 
Sgt. Marshall and Cpl. H2lms were evacuated 
to the hospital. (I did not receive the Purple 
Heart for that injury, nor, to my knowledge, 
did any of my tank crew.) 

We examined the tank and found that the 
gun tube had been bent as well as further 
damage to other parts of the tank; the turret 
would not traverse; even some of the con-

nectors were blown from the tracks. We be-
gan to regroup 'B' Co. in order to continue 
the attack the following day. 

We lost six tanks in that day's action and 
two men from 'B' Company were taken pris-
oner by the Germans. That evening Axis 
Sally beamed in on our radio and reported 
the names of the captured men, our battalion 
designation and encourag€d us to give up -
"You have lost the war, Captain Krebs", 
and then she played the song "Lili Marlene"• 

During the morning attack on the 6th of 
January, Col. Davis came .up near the battle 
area in his tank, which received heavy artillery 
fire and was turned over on a road and fell 
several feet down an embankment. The Colonel 
and his tank crew were badly shaken, but no 
serious injuries were sustained. 

Changes in command occurred during the 
first few days of combat. Lt. Edward Dona-
hue had taken over 'A' Co.; Capt. Fred Nel-
son had assumed command of 'C' Co. ; Capt. 
Roy Cheek had become the battalion S-3 and 
Major Tom Blakeney, Capt. Henry 'Shag' 
Copeland, Capt. Curtis Yarborough and Capt. 
John Humes had re.turned to the States on 
rotation. 

Late on the 6th of January, I had obtained 
another tank and returned to the stone farm 
buildings. Once there, I called for ammunition, 
rations, gasoline and oil. About midnight 
several 2½ Ton trucks driven by black GI's 
arrived with the supplies. They missed the 
turn off to our tanks and had driven onto the 
bridge. The Germans, of course, immediately 
opened fire on them with machine gun and 
machine pistol fire - 'burp guns'. The trucks 
quickly i;etreated and our guards . directed 
them to our tanks. The black sergeant report-
ed to me saying, "Captain, those 'blurp guns' 
were going off right in my ear. I knew we 
missed a turn off, ·cause I thought I saw some 
black-out lights, but it was so dark and I 
thought I hadn't come far enough, but I went 
too far and almost got kilt." The trucks were 
unloaded and we spent more than three -hours 
loading the tanks while protecting ourselves 
from the enemy artiUery fire that was directed 
towards us. Enemy patrols infiltrated but we 
drove them away with machine gun fire from 
the tanks. 



APPENDIX IV, Citations and Orders 

Major A. R. Cheek 
Sgt. George Lenkalis 

D.S.C. 

Silver Star 

Cpt. John Barrett 
S/Sgt. Harold Bradford 
Major A. R. Cheek 
Capt. H. R. Crowder, Jr. 
Capt. F. J. Elderkin 
Capt. H. 0. Froeschle 
Lt. David 0. Gebbie 
Capt. John Krebs 
Lt. Ralph Shaw 
Sgt. Edwin Shroeder 
Sgt. Raymond P. Taylor 
Sgt. P. D. Upchurch . 

Legion of Merit 

LTC George M. Davis 
M/Sgt. Edgar Pratt 

· Bronze Star 

Lt. Lester Fenner 
Sgt. M. J . Lucas 
Sgt. Weyman Majors 
Capt. Robert F. Moore 
Capt. Frederick Nelson 
Sgt. Clyde Silcox 
S/Sgt. Jack Skaggs 
Sgt. M. J. Lucas 

U.S. RESTRICTED 
(Equals British RESTRICTED) 

HEADQUARTERS-II CORPS 
APO 302 U. S. ARMY 

In the Field 

GENERAL ORDERS) 
23 

January 
1944 

SECTION I·· AWARDS OF SILVER STAR 
NUMBERS 9 ) 

Under the provisions of Army Regulations 
600-46, a Silver Star is awarded to the following 
named individuals: 

GEORGE E. ~o~, 01014358, 1st Lt., Infantry, 
Company B , 760th Tanlc Battalion for 
g~B.?try in act.ion on 12 July 1944, in the 
c1V1mty of Cedri, Italy. On the morning of 12 
July, Lt. Cox led his platoon in an attack on 
enemy machine guns that were holding up 
the advance of our infantry. Moving ahead of 
the infantry, Lt. Cox skillfully maneuvered 
into an advanced, exposed firing position 
immediately coming under heavy enemy 

• mortar and artillery fire. Despite the enemy 
fire, Lt. Cox directed heavy fire from his tank 
guns into the enemy positions, destroying one 
machine gun and its crew completely. From 
this position, Lt. Cox continued to direct the 
fire of his platoon. In late afternoon, enemy 
artillery fire grew seriously intense. Lt. Cox 
was injured by concussion when several large 
shells landed near his tanlc. Disregarding his 
injury, with determination, courage and 
fortitude, Lt. Cox remained, continuing to 
direct fire of his platoon at the enemy who at 
this time were couterattacking with a Mark IV 
tank, and bazooka squads. Lt. Cox, despite 
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