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Chonan. About daylight, a 2 1/2-ton truck-driver 
enroute with ammunition spotted a T-34 ap-
proaching Chonan on the road from the north-
west, with other tanks following. They passed 
over the mined road without detonating a single 
mine. Either the mines had not been properly 
armed, or they had been removed by enemy sol-
diers. The driver turned his truck around and 
escaped. 

Arendell described the oncoming enemy this 
way: "What we saw was not a friendly sight. 
Immediately to our front were tanks with sol-
diers along with them. They started intense fir-
ing and advancing upon us." 

Henry Leerkamp recalled that his unit was 
"hit hard - tanks and small-arms fire." He went 
to check on his men early in the morning and 
was cut off and captured about noon. The en-
emy "beat us to the ground, tied our hands with 
communications wire and marched us north. 
Could see wounded men shot and bayoneted 
around us." (See Appendix A for a discussion of 
American POWs and M!As, as well as more on 
Leerkamp and others as POWs.) 

Jose Leyba wrote that at about JO a.m., "I 

never saw so many enemy tanks coming toward 
us ... firing their cannon ... while their infantry 
were lying back behind their tanks." American 
artillery began falling on the enemy tanks and 
infantry, breaking up the attack. When the tanks 
faltered, "our men started to holler like wild men, 
and quite a few of us jumped out of our fox-
holes to chase their infantry as well," Leyba 
wrote. Robert Lee leaped onto one tank and tried 
to destroy it with grenades. Leotis E. Heater did 
set one tank on fire with five grenades. Leyba 
recalled that they fought all day. "We were proud 
of ourselves. Our commander was also very 
proud of the way we handled ourselves." 

About five or six enemy tanks did get into 
Chonan at about 6 a.m., firing on the railroad 
station, a church, a number of buildings believed 
to contain U.S. soldiers, and every vehicle in 
sight. These tanks and enemy infantry cut off 
two rifle companies of 3/34. 

LT Little, a battalion staff officer, led a ba-
zooka team hunting for these tanks. With the 
team and a grenade launcher, he is credited with 
destroying two T-34s. He then organized the 
leaderless platoon he found himself with and 

105mm howitzer in action,firing almost point blank against the enemy. (Source: P. 47, Pictorial History of the 
War in Korea. Veterans of Foreign Wars, 1951) 

fought off the enemy until ordered to withdr 
During the pullout, he personally destroyed aw. 
enemy machine gun holding up the movernc an 
He and his men then withdrew in goad order"· 

COL Martin met his death in Chonan a~ 
8 a.m. He had obtained a bazooka and station~ 
himself in a shack along the main street. SGT 
Jerry C. Christensen, of the Regimental S3 Sec. 
tion, acted as his loader. Martin intended to fir 
into the side of tanks which had entered the le~ 
rear of the regiment's position. 

A tank appeared in the street and aimed its 
gun at the shack. Martin and the tank fired at 
about the same time. Martin was blown in two 
One of Christensen's eyes was blown from i~ 
socket. He put the eye back in and it functioned 
all right. Christensen was captured at Taejon and 
died as a POW on Dec. JO, 1950. He gave MAJ 
Dunn this account of Martin's death in POW 
camp. 

More enemy tanks got into Chonan, along 
with more North Korean infantry. The situation 
was becoming desperate for 3/34. A continuous 
WP screen allowed many of the men to escape. 
Arendell recalled that at some point just before 
his unit escaped, the enemy just quit firing. When 
Leyba's Co. L had to pull out, they left "our 
wounded fall into enemy hands. I and other, 
[witnessed] the enemy tie our men's hands be-
hind their backs and shoot them in the head," he 
wrote. 'This made me a very rough fighter .... I 
couldn't kill enough of them." 

Robert L. Hysell had enlisted in the Anny in 
1948 at the age of I 6 because there was no work 
available. He was a trained combat medic with 
U34. When he learned he was going to Korea, 
his reaction was to ask, "Where the hell is Ko-
rea ?" He summarized his recollections of 
Chonan: "We medics risk[ ed] our asses to get to 
a wounded man to patch him up only to have 
some lieutenant or captain have us leave him [to 
become a POW or be killed]. What a hell of a 
sad thing to do." (See Chapter Notes.) 

When the 3d Battalion assembled south of 
Chonan, only about 175 men could be accounted 
for. A few more came in over the next several days, 
including one I SG with eight or JO men. Morn-
ing reports indicated 37 WIA and 45 MIA. Most 
of the MIA were later found to have been killed. 
The enemy claimed to have captured 60 men. 

The battalion commander, LTC Smith, was 
physically exhausted and was evacuated a few 
days later. "Pappy" Wadlington now commanded 
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4.2-inch chemical mortar, inaction. (Source: P. 42, Korea, 1950, Chief of Military U.S. M-24 Light Tank in action south of Ch'onan. (Source: P. 43, Korea. 1950, 
History, Washington, D.C., 1982) Chief of Military History, Washington, D.C., /982) 
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bad," he said, "that I went down to 99 
o~rf So d 1,out all I could do was sit in a ma-
,o11nds an ~placement with a shelter half over 
jiin• gun e Jes overlooking the river." 
p0 OIi twO Alfonso had radio contact with 

on uZi~~~ CP and was able to call for an air 
,is bl I supplies, as noted ~bove by so:r Mose~. 
ll<>P O • s, the enemy decided to ~ltmmate thtS 
On ""f nd of Americans deep m their rear. 
;111all ~, men spotted six boats crossing the 
~tronso •ust t,elow their position. Each boat held 
~akt0~f !nemy soldiers. Alfonso engaged them io: 50-cal machine gun at about a thousand 
., 8 ~ge then called in an air strike. But the 
::' was never made according to Alfonso, who 
...,,: this of the event: "When the enemy's re-
eooteoinbat patrol crossed the Naktong, they 
.,... beyond our observation when they reached 
lite near bank. There was a lot of noise emanat-
ing fro,n the opposite bank where the road c?n· 
tinued, had it still existed. Masked by the high 
poond on each side, I requested that heavy ar-
lillery fire be conducted in what I presumed to 
be a buildup area for a possible river crossing." 
Ho also asked that artillery fire intermittently into 
lbalareaafterthe first barrage. "This request was 
executed," he continued. ''The large enemy force 
walking toward the bridge site was also engaged 
by artillery fire. Air attacks against this force 
wm not approved due to other higher priority 
missions." This is contrary to what Appleman 
wrote. 

That afternoon, the enemy registered mortar 
llld artillery on the perimeter, ceasing fire as soon 
as the registration was completed. The men also 
l))Oned a large party of enemy in the distance 
moving toward their position. The registration 
of fires and sighting of enemy moving toward 
bis po.sition convinced Alfonso that he would be 
attacked over the night He requested permis• 
•on to withdraw beginning at 11 p.m. that night. 
The '"'!UOSt was approved. 

Alfonso wrote: "For the movement to the 
!"': the platoon leaders were given the follow-
mgll!Slructions: 
~I. One squad will be the point and will move 
~500 yards forward of the main body The 

P ,,
2 

n (·) is the_ advance party. 
WO • The mam body will consist of the 
lllade~ earned by the non-wounded in litters 
lllaind~ shelter halfs [sic], as needed. The re-
w~ of the non-wounded will 1i!1llull. the 

'1. On~tng Canied. 
-4. Wh Platoon was designated as rear guard. 

tiers Will tn change in caniers is ordered. car-
foact and cave the wounded in position on the 
\liiU move to the side. The non-wounded 

0 the front and pick up the first 
begm walking the litter and so 
following non-wounded' until all 
picked up. The relieved carriers 

es as the rear of the main body 

<Ira I never real'zed . . . WaJ was then . 1 m planrung the w1th-
"aclc by th oise from the screams of pain 
:,,V•lllent :,;:unded," he wrote, "with each ::J. ,llhcmJ d to put [them) on a poncho and 
~-""oUr)lrep own the hill. Fortunately, we 
~,~et au tr0ops -;:;::: .. ,early eno~gh after dark 
Yon 1 0n scbedul ,, road to begin our move-

gsan road . c. He decided to use the 
LO 0rder to expedite his with-

~wal. In doing so, he ignored LTC Ayres' ad-
vice to take a circuitous route to avoid the en-
emy. But, as Alfonso observed, it was "fortu-
?ate ... that we did not have to carry our wounded 
mto the nee paddies [as they probably would 
have had to do by taking a cin:uitous route]. "We 
never would have made it to our lines before 
daylight." ·•: 

The column was assembled on the road at 
10:30 p.m. and set off on schedule. No sooner 
had the Americans started than the enemy at-
tacked the vacated positions. Discovering the 
perimeter to be undefended, the North Koreans 
began firing automatic weapons down toward 
the road. This heavy volume of fire stopped 
Alfonso's plan to rotate litter bearers. "Fortu-
nately," he remarked, "the firing was off in di-
rection and no additional wounded were sus-
tained during this phase." 

By the time Alfonso's men reached the vi-
cinity of Tugok, the column was beginning to 
break up. The captain halted his party at the en-
trance to a narrow pass at that point. "The ad-
vance guard did not hear or see the guide pro-
vided by battalion to get us into the perimeter in 
the safest manner," Alfonso wrote. "As a result, 
not knowing the latest enemy situation, I deter-
mined that a small recon party to find the safest 
route to friendly lines without detection was the 
solution. I placed the force in a covered assem-
bly area and told my executive officer to wait 
for me and that I would return with help. After 
avoiding areas where the voice[s] of the enemy 
could be heard, we were able to fmd our battal-
ion CP. It was still dark. After showing my bat-
talion commander, LTC Harold B. Ayres, where 
the company was located, he got the staff to or-
ganize a convoy of trucks and ambulances to 
transport the troops back to safety. He ordered 
me to remain at the CP but permitted my ser-
geant to accompany the rescue party as a guide." 
Alfonso recalled that he and his party had walked 
about I 1/2 miles to find the battalion CP. 

But the party Alfonso left behind had broken 
up. Twenty-five men from Companies A and L 
had evidently followed Alfonso; they appeared 
at the battalion CP at 1 :40 p.m. Other groups, on 
a longer detour, came out about a mile west of 
the CP on the Yongsan road. Unfortunately, a 
large group of 70 men were pinned down for a 
number of hours in the morning by heavy en-
emy machine gun fire. Some 40 °:1en escaped, 
leaving the dead and wounded behind. The sur-
vivors of Alfonso's composite unit were fed a 
hot meal, then given a little time to rest and re-
organize near the regimental CP. 

"I was with the wounded in the rear of the 
column," SGT Moser wrote. "We mo~ed out 
carrying the most serious[ly] wounded m shel-
ter halves heading east on the same road we (had 
come) in on. It was slow going .. .. The last "':'t 
stop .. . was in a valley with a lo_ng ndge ltne m 
front of us." This was Obong-ru and the enemy 
was engaging American tro0ps from its slopes. 
' 'They would fire down on us periodically. When 
under heavy fire they [the enemyJ,,would move 
down the reverse slope for cover. About d~y-
break Moser discovered that "all able bodied 
troO~ were gone except for SFC Lope_z. H~ had 
a radio and conracted our fore~, who identified 
themselves as the 9th Infantry. . 

Lopez and Moser thought they swd 19th In-

fantry. "SFC Lopez asked me if I would get to 
Headquarters and inform them where we were." 
Moser climbed the hill to the rear, then decided 
to head south and cross Obong-ni where there 
were no enemy troops. He was fired on a few 
times, but was then picked up by some 9th In-
fantrymen in a jeep. He was taken to their head· 
quarters, where he reported the location of the 
wounded he had left. Moser was then evacuated 
himself to a hospital in Japan. Moser obviously 
became separated from the main Alfonso party. 
As Alfonso has pointed out, the wounded were 
not at the rear of the column. But Moser may 
have gained this impression in the darkness and 
confusion of that night . 

Robert L . Hysel, a combat medic with U34th 
Infantry during the Naktong Bulge, recalled the 
first few days after the enemy crossed the 
Naktong and ripped deep into the 24th Division's 
rear area. He was apparently with that part of 
Co. L that CPT Alfonso joined, with his Co. A 
and part of Co. C (and a platoon of Co. B). "We 
were down to 19 men in this company [U34th 
Inf.] .... I had bandaged 23 men on a rock over-
hang. I was out of morphine [and] bandages; in 
fact, all medical supplies. God! The screams of 
my buddies still ring in my ears .... Some had 
arms or legs off; others had belly wounds. (Dead] 
North Koreans were all around us. We had them 
piled up in front of us like cords of wood. But 
we of Love Company were surrounded. King 
Company was on our left flank. Our captain 
asked them for help. But none came. We ran out 
of ammo. We had to leave all those wounded 
men to be taken prisoner. I brought a guy off the 
hill who had his leg blown off." (In 1958, Hysell 
met this man again and learned that they were 
both from Huntington, WV.) 

Possibly Hysell was thinking ofLCompany's 
first position when he talks of wounded being 
left behind. CPT Alfonso wrote that he had taken 
special action to ensure that no wounded were 
left behind. "Not only that," he continued, "be· 
fore vacating the position, I required that all the 
dead be buried [there) and a dog tag be left on 
bis neck and the other to be given to the appro-
priate company commander. My 1st Sergeant 
was buried in the foxhole he and I shared. With 
the map of burial locations on my map, I'm al-
most sure that all the buried brave were recov-
ered .... I turned this map over to my battalion 
commander." 

24th Division Sector, August 9 
Counterattack By the 9th 

Infantry - Morning, Aug. 9 
The withdrawal of Alfonso's composite unit 

from the Naktong further opened the river for 
North Korean crossings. Now only K/34 Infantry 
on position along the river. Enemy pressure on 
the company forced it to relinquish about a mile 
of front along the river, then to contract into a small 
L-shaped perimeter along the Naktong. Enemy 
troops threatened to pin it there while they ex-
ploited the gap in the 24th division's sector. 

The 34th Infantry had been fought to ruins 
and the 19th was not much better off. Less than 
300 riflemen remained in each of its battalions. 
The only viable force left to Church in the Bulge 
area were the two battalions of the 9th Infantry. 
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