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LIGHTHOUSE POINT -- Col. Edwin "Ned" Kirton, a former U.S. Air Force 
air attache in Russia who was forced out of the country after Premier Nikita 
Krushchev accused him of being a U.S. spy, will be buried at sea today. 
Col. Kirton, decorated several times by the Air Force during his 20-year 
career, died of cancer on Dec. 6, his wife, Lera, said on Friday. 
He was 83. 
"He was a perfectly wonderful husband and very accomplished in 
everything he did," Lera Kirton said. 

After learning Russian at The Presidio in Monterey, Calif., in 1957, Col. 
Kirton was assigned as air attache in the U.S. Embassy in Moscow. 
While there, his duties included planning, directing and conducting 
intelligence collection operations against Russian air weapons systems and 
advising the U.S. ambassador in Moscow on air and space matters, said a 
friend, Martin Schuck. 
In 1960, Col. Kirton was accused of being a spy after he notified President 
Eisenhower that the Russians had shot down the U-2 intelligence-gather 
ing plane of Air Force pilot Gary Powers. 
Krushchev gave Col. Kirton 48 hours to leave the country. 

Upon arrival in the U.S. in 1960, Col. Kirton was assigned as Deputy 
Director of Collections for the Air Force Office of Intelligence. In 1961, he 
was transferred to the U.S. Department of Defense and was appointed 
Inspector General of the Defense Intelligence Agency. He worked there 
until 1965, when he moved to Lighthouse Point, Schuck said. 
In 1969, Col. Kirton became a member of the Lighthouse Point Yacht and 
Tennis Club, Lera Kirton said. 
"He was very active in the club," she said. "They loved him there." 
Lera Kirton said club members will today scatter her husband's ashes over 
the ocean in a ceremony at 10 a.m.
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