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Fillmore resident William E. Winterstein Sr., a retired U.S. Army lieutenant colonel and rocket engineer who played an

influential role in the development of the U.S. space program, has died at the age of 94.

Winterstein, born in 1915 in Albany, Ore., died Tuesday at Santa Paula Hospital of pneumonia. His daughter, Connie

Good of Mission Viejo, was by his side.

"Without him, this country wouldn't have gone to the moon," said Winterstein's nephew, David Winterstein of Santa

Clara.

He was referring to his uncle's association with Wernher von Braun, the German engineer widely regarded as the father

of the U.S. space program.

Von Braun largely created the V-2 rockets for Nazi Germany during World War II, and after the war developed

intercontinental ballistic missiles for the United States in the late 1940s and '50s. Von Braun led a team of scientists and

engineers who designed, built and tested Saturn V, the U.S. rocket that carried the Apollo 11 crew to the moon in July

1969.

In his 2005 book, "Secrets of the Space Age," Winterstein recalled his years at Fort Bliss, Texas, where his job was to

provide housing and security for von Braun's team.

Winterstein recounted a conversation with von Braun, who said he didn't see much of a future as a civil engineer for the

Army. Von Braun thought he could make more money in the private sector.

But Winterstein, aware that von Braun's ultimate goal was a lunar mission, convinced him that staying with the Army

would better enable him to obtain the vast resources such a project would require.

Von Braun decided to remain with the government and ultimately played a crucial role in the Apollo 11 mission.

In the book, Winterstein published a letter from Ernst Stuhlinger, a physicist on von Braun's team, who quoted von

Braun as saying he would have left the Army but for his conversation with Winterstein.

"Yes. The credit belongs to Bill Winterstein," Stuhlinger quoted von Braun as saying. "He persuaded me, and I believed

him."

Earlier in his Army career, Winterstein served during World War II as one of a select group of technical intelligence

officers who reported to the Pentagon on the capabilities and performance of U.S. and enemy missiles, David

Winterstein said. He received a Bronze Star for being involved with shooting Japanese rockets back at Japanese troops.

Winterstein was the author of a second nonfiction book, "Gestapo USA: When Justice was Blindfolded," published in

2002.
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His son-in-law, Jim Good, said Winterstein "was very dedicated, very military oriented, very tough, very religious. Read

the Bible every day." Winterstein was a Lutheran.

Funeral services were held Friday at Skillin-Carroll Mortuary in Fillmore.

Winterstein's survivors include his daughter, Connie, and her husband, Good; a son, William Winterstein Jr.; and several

grandchildren. Winterstein's wife, Elizabeth, died several years ago.
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